
14 December 1979 

D r .  Donald Fredrickson 
Direct o r ,  
National I n s t i t u t e s  o f  Health 
Bethesda, Maryland -26Cr- 4 

Dear D r .  Fredrickson: 

I am wri t ing  t o  urge you i n  the  s t ronges t  poss ib le  terms t o  approve the  
new version of the  N I H  Guidelines f o r  Recombinant DNA Research, proposed i n  
t h e  Federal Register of November 30, 1979. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I would l i k e  t o  
emphasize, ask+,& many o t h e r s ,  the importance of the sec t ion  (111-0) which 
would relax regula t ions  governing experiments which employ E.  c o l i  K.12 host- 
vector systems. 
At lan t ic  (from t h e  Rowe and S r t i n  groups here and from Fried e t  a1 i n  Europe) 
t o  show what the  v a s t  majority of microbiologists had long predic ted  about 
the  dangers of  recombinant DNA work with t h i s  system. Compared with o t h e r  
risks of modern labora tory  l i f t  (e.g., chemicals, f i r e s ,  rad io iso topes) ,  
the  h ' d h  of t h i s  work appear t r i v i a l ;  the l ike l ihood t h a t  ---I_ E. c o l i  R12 can 
behave as a pathogen has always been very s m a l l ;  and the  bureaucracy t h a t  
L\(t?,mushroomed t o  d e a l  with recombinant DNA i s  now a m  impediment t o  the 
productive pu r su i t  of s c i e n t i f i c  ob jec t ives .  The new proposal is 8 reason- 
ab le  response t o  such arguments. Ultimately,  I be l ieve  t h a t  even the  regis- 
t r a t i o n  of  experiments with E. _I- c o l i  K 1 2  can be disnensed with, but t he  s t e n  
recommended by your Advisory Council seems t o  m e  t o  be a s a t i s f a c t o r y  hegin- 
n ing  . 

There is  now ample r i s k  assessment on both s i d e s  of t he  

S incere ly ,  

IiAROLD E. v m s  
Profess  o r  
Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology 


